DISTAFF AND  TWIRLING  SPINDLE IN THE  HANDS OF AN   OLD  BRETON

This is how., all spinning was done before the spinning-wheel was invented.   The spinner

attaches the thread to the spindle, which she twists and then lets hang.  It continues to twirl

for a little time, and so, while the fibre is being drawn from the distaff by the weight of the

spindle, the short fibres that compose the thread are being twisted together.

wound round a stick, then finally twisted
round a spool which was enclosed in a
torpedo-shaped shuttle.

So slowly, however, did man invent im-
provements in the methods of spinning
and weaving, that as late as the middle
of the eighteenth century the spinning-
wheels and looms of "our ancestors were

little different from those of their fore-
fathers. Then in the eighteenth, nine-
teenth and twentieth centuries improve-
ments came so fast that the industry was
revolutionized.

We can understand the change if we
first watch a spinning-wheel and a hand
loom, and then visit a modern textile fac-

357